
TAKE ACTION: This month we will write to local, regional and national newspapers to draw 

attention to the half-way point for achieving the Millennium Development Goals. 

1. Highlight the importance of the MDGs in tackling global poverty 
2. Demonstrate that we are significantly off-track on meeting these goals 
3. Explain the consequences of not acting 
4. Suggest that achieving the MDGs should be a priority for the Brown Government 
5. Recommend that the UK government commits greater resources to achieving the MDGs and that 

it uses its considerable influence with International bodies and other national governments to urge 
greater action on their behalf 

 

 

 

 

òHow will the world look in 2015 if the Goals are achieved? More than 500 million people will be lifted out of extreme 

poverty. More than 300 million will no longer suffer from hunger. There will also be dramatic progress in child health. 

Rather than die before reaching their fifth birthdays, 30 million children will be saved. So will the lives of more than 2 

million mothers.ó 

The UN Millennium Project. 

 

BACKGROUND 

Seven years ago, the leaders of 189 countries came 

together and agreed on a vision for the future. This 

vision called for a world with less poverty, hunger and 

disease. To make this vision a reality the International 

community agreed on a tangible action plan, which 

took the form of eight Millennium Development 

Goals (MDGs).  

These Goals provided countries around the world 

with a framework for development, a framework that 

encompassed specific time-bound targets and 

indicators that would allow progress to be both easily 

followed and quantified.  

It was realised that to achieve all of the aims 

established by the MDGs would require a massive and 

sustained global commitment where developed and 

developing countries would be required to work 

together in partnership in order to create a better 

world. The UN has set the target date of 2015 for the 

MDGs to be met.  

PROGRESS MADE 

2007 marks the half way point to achieving these goals 

and provides a good opportunity to assess what, if 

any, progress has been made in achieving them. The 

results, it appears, are fairly mixed with some areas 

showing substantial signs of improvement whilst in 

 

 

 

 

 

others progress appears to be patchy, too slow and in 

the worst of cases non-existent. This can be attributed 

largely to the fact that global development 

assistance aid has been declining in recent years 

despite MDG commitments. To reverse this trend it is 

estimated that an additional $50 billion a year in 

global aid will be needed if we are to meet the 

MDGs.  

THE CHALLENGE AHEAD 

With seven years remaining before the deadline is 

reached it remains possible that the MDGs can be 

met. The Goals are fundamentally achievable; the 

World has the resources, the skills and the technical 

know-how necessary to reach the targets by 2015- 

what we lack at present is the global political will to do 

so.  

The recent political changes in the UK provide a good 

opportunity to generate greater impetus for achieving 

the MDGs. This is why it is so fundamentally 

important for us to create both the public and the 

political will to follow through on our commitments. 

By writing to the media we will help to raise awareness 

of the MDGs, encouraging greater and speedier action 

to ensure that they are met. 
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MDG No.6: Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and other 

diseases 

The Sixth MDG seeks to halt and ultimately reverse the spread 

of infectious and communicable diseases, most notably 

HIV/AIDS, Malaria and TB by 2015. Let us now examine 

whether or not this is being achieved. 

AIDS/HIV 

HIV prevalence has levelled off in the developing world, 

however; 

 Deaths from AIDS continue to rise in sub-Saharan 
Africa.  

 In 2006 4.3 million more people became infected with 
the HIV virus bringing the total number of infected 
people to 39.5 million (up from 32.9 million in 2001).  

 The number of people dying from AIDS has also 
increased from 2.2 million in 2001 to 2.9 million in 2006. 

 

It must be noted that global efforts to treat infected people 

have been stepped up in recent years and as of December 

2006;  

 2 million people in the developing world were receiving 
antiretroviral therapy. This number however only 
represents 28% of the estimated 7.1 million people in 
need.  

 In sub-Saharan Africa ð the area in greatest need ð only 1 
in 4 people in need of antiretroviral therapy are receiving 
it.  

 Although 700,000 people received treatment for the first 
time in 2006, there were 4.3 million new cases of HIV 
reported. This clearly illustrates the inadequacies in 
current efforts at both prevention and treatment.  

 If current trends continue, the number of people with 
advanced HIV infection in need of therapy will rise faster 
than treatment services may be scaled up.  

 

Malaria 

 Funding for Malarial control has risen more than tenfold 
in the past decade but this still amounts to only $600 
million.  

 To meet the MDG targets for malaria it is estimated that 
a total of $3 billion is needed.  

 

There has however been some success in preventing malaria, 

most notably through the provision of insecticide-treated bed 

nets (ITNs). These have proven to be highly effective, low-

cost tools in the prevention of malaria.  

 Despite the success of ITNs only a few countries came 
close to the target of 60% coverage by 2005.  

 Without a significant scaling up action even fewer 
countries look set to meet the target of 80% coverage by 
2010. 

 

 

 

 

Tuberculosis 

The global tuberculosis epidemic appears to be on the 

threshold of decline as infection rates appear to have stabilised 

or begun to fall in most regions. However in 2005; 

 the total number of new cases was still slowly rising - due 
to population growth  

 An estimated 8.8 million new TB cases were reported 
(7.3 million of which were in sub-Saharan Africa and the 
four Asian regions) 

 1.6 million People died of TB, including 195,000 people 
who were also infected with HIV. 

 

In response to the TB epidemic the global community, 

spearheaded by the Stop TB partnership have set more 

ambitious targets for TB control, hoping to halve the 

incidence and death rate of TB worldwide by 2015. If this is to 

happen the global community must substantially increase and 

accelerate its TB related programmes, especially in sub-Saharan 

Africa. 

MDG No.7: Ensure Environmental Sustainability 

Sanitation 

One of the MDG targets is to halve the proportion of people 

without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic 

sanitation by 2015. Whilst good progress has been made on 

improving access to safe drinking water, the target for 

improving sanitation looks likely to be missed unless 

extraordinary efforts are made.  

 The absolute number of people without access to 
sanitation actually increased from 335 million in 1990 to 
440 million in 2004.  

 There are major discrepancies in progress amongst the 
regions of the world with only East Asia and Latin 
America likely to meet targets  

 Sub-Saharan Africa is performing particularly poorly with 
only one nation on track.  

 1.6 billion people will need access to improved sanitation 
over the period 2005-2015 to meet the MDG target.  

 If current trends continue the world is likely to miss this 
target by almost 600 million people. 

 

Conclusion 

We can all agree on the importance of achieving the MDGs by 

the target date of 2015. We should recognise the enormous 

scale of the challenge ahead of us but not be disheartened by 

it. By achieving the Millennium Development Goals we will 

help to improve the lives of millions of people the world over, 

giving opportunities, hope and a future to those who 

previously had none. The consequences of failure would be 

felt for generations to come, representing a missed 

opportunity that would stain the conscience of the entire 

world.  We simply cannot let this opportunity pass us by. 

 

Sources:                                                                  
The UN Millennium Development Goals: 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/                                            
The Millennium Development Goals Report 2007: 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf           
MDG Progress Chart: 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007-progress.pdf 

 

 

http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007.pdf
http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/pdf/mdg2007-progress.pdf

