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Welcome!

to the first issue of Getting
RESULTSa new series of bi-
monthly newsletters from
RESULTS UK.

With each edition we will bring

you updates on our campaigns as

well as the latest news and
highlights from the RESULTS
network and staff.

In this first issue we welcome
our new Executive Director and
report on progress in our
education, health and
microfinance campaigns. We
also introduce you to a member
of the network in our first
volunteer profile.

We welcome any feedback that
you might have about this
newsletter as well as any
suggestions you might have for
future editions.

From the RESULTS UK team
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Executive Director

The Board of
RESULTS UK
recently
announced the
appointment of
Aaron Oxley as
the

organi sa
new Executive
Director.

Aaron began
his involvement
with RESULTS more than a
decade ago as a grassroots
activist and leader of the

London group. He has also been
a long-standing member of the
Board of Trustees.

As well as an intimate

unique advocacy
model, Aaron has first
hand experience of how
development works on
the ground through his
work setting up
microfinance banks
with Opportunity
International.

After completing a
Masters in Global Politics, Aaron
was invited to help set up the
award-winning organisation
MicroEnsure, Opportunity's
micro insurance arm. On
returning full -time to RESULTS,
Aaron says:
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appointed a

knowl edge of

ORESULTS UK is
organisation that has a special
role to play in empowering
ordinary people to bring great
change to the world, and is
wonderfully effective in
leveraging resources for
international development in
ways that really transform lives.
It is an honour to be able to use
my skills in the service of this
mi ssion. 6

Aaron Oxley is succeeding Sheila
Davie who retired earlier in

2009 after leading RESULTS UK
for more than two decades.
Aaron will be taking up his post
from 21 September.

Health, education and microfinance highlighted
in new UK development policies

July saw the publication of both
the Department for

International De

(DFID) White Paper and the
Conservative
International Development
Green Paper.

Both policy documents signaled
greater attention being paid to
delivering aid in fragile and

hcordlict yadegtedacguntries and

to ensuring that aid is delivered
more effectively.

Both papers recommitted the UK
to meeting the UN target 0.7%

of GNI to development by 2013.
This was welcomed by RESULTS
as a sign that poverty

eradication is now an issue that
enjoys full cross-party support.

Many RESULTS volunteers across

the UK engaged with the public
consultation that fed into the

Par

DFID White Paper. Issues that
we highlighted such as health
and education were given much
greater prominence than was
originally expected from the
initial consultation document.

Microfinance, an issue that
RESULTS has championed for
many years, featured strongly in
both the White Paper and
Conservative Green Paper.

In light of the economic crisis
both documents recognised that
extra efforts are required to
sustain public support for the
UK®G s
development. RESULTS will
continue to play a major role in
this by supporting our growing
network of activists to become
more knowledgeable about the
causes and effects of poverty
and to hold the Government to
account for its promises.

role in int

RESULTSO® full
two documents is available on
our website .
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http://www.results-uk.org/publications.php

Getting RESULTS

In April, we wrote to the UK
representative to the IMF, to
raise concerns about the impact
of the | MF&8ds con
macroeconomic policies on

efforts to improve health and
education in developing

countries. In his response, Alex
Gibbs told us that the UK has
ostrongly suppor
limit structural conditions

placed on developing countries.

As part of our ongoing efforts to
remove barriers which prevent
poor countries from scaling up
basic services, RESULTS UK
hosted a meeting on 8 July
which brought together senior
civil servants from DFID and the
Treasury, politicians, academics

and civil society to discuss the
g u e s t Whanis the émpact of
IMF policies on global health
and education?d

There was a promising
consensus that IMF reform is
now going in the right direction,
and assurances that the UK is
pushing the IMF to encourage
wider civil society engagement
in economic planning processes.

In June, we wrote to UNESCOto
ask them to lead a global effort
to monitor progress on
increasing the number of
disabled children who get a
basic education . Although
they acknowledged the lack of
statistics available on disability
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in developing countries, there is
little sign of UNESCO taking
steps to fix the problem, despite
the fact that one -third of
children who are denied an
education are disabled.

RESULTS has responded to the
Director of the UNESCO Institute
of Statistics (UIS), and
challenged them to take
concrete steps towards the goal
of creating a functioning
statistical system that can help
get the 25 million out -of-school
disabled children into education.

DFID have also now agreed to
represent our concerns to the
UIS which will apply much
needed donor pressure.

In Brief:
9 RESULTS USA Director Joanne
Carter is appointed to the

Board of the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria.

RESULTS joins NGOs from
around the world to call for a
currency transaction levy to
raise billions for development.

9 Desmond Tutu, Muhammad
Yunus and other leaders join
our call for a Global Fund for
Education.

9 South African activists demand

action on TB-HIV at an inter-
national AIDS Conference.

Hi ghl i ght s

Pushing poverty up the EU agenda

Recent parliamentary elections
and the appointment of a new
Commission are just two of the
key opportunities in 2009 for
RESULTS to keep poverty on the
EU agenda.

Prior to the June elections,
partners wrote to MEPSs to gauge
their level of commitment to
international development. The
EU is now the
donor and so it is important that
aid is being spent effectively
and reaching those in greatest
need. We will be following up
with MEPs in future actions to

fr

wo

see that they keep to their
word!

Through our work on the ACTION
Project, RESULTS is helping to
raise the profile of TB at the EU
level. In June, ACTION Project
Manager, Kate Finch attended a
meeting in Luxembourg hosted
by the European Commission
and WHO which aimed to
reinvigorate activities around TB
control in the European Region.

RESULTS and its partners
presented a statement to the
Commission identifying specific

om t hi

S

concerns and called for the
establishment of a civil society
platform for TB Control in the
European region.

Thanks in part to our ongoing
efforts, there is now a sense of
momentum, and signs that the
fight against TB is receiving
greater prominence in the EU,
signalling increased investment
in fighting the disease. We will
keep you up to date as the
campaign continues!

For more information about the
ACTION Project, visit:
www.action.org

The RESULTS International
Conference is an annual event
that brings together RESULTS
partners from around the world
for a week of skills building
workshops, informative
plenaries and lobbying sessions
at the US Capitol and World
Bank.

This year, renowned journalist
John Donnelly shared his photo-
journalism proje
one of a number of sessions on
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using the media to engage
decision-makers on issues such

as drug-resistant TB.

Participants also learned the
secrets of successful community
organising from members of
President Obamaé
team.

Canadian MP Judy Wasylycid eis
was a keynote speaker at the

end of conference banquet and
even jdneéd actibistsroml@dbying i
visits to the World Bank!

As always, UK participants at
the conference presented the
highlights of our activities and
achievements over the past year
and participated in meetings
with education and

microfinance specialists at the
World Bank. They also met with
the UK representatives of the
World Bank, raising concerns
about the Bank6s
on delivering health
programmes and requesting that
the UK delegation support a new

funding facility to scale up micro -
finance for the poor in Africa.

Louise, Julia and Kate at the IC


http://www.action.org




