
In September, staff from 

RESULTS UK accompanied five 

members of Parliament on a 

cross-party delegation to India 

to learn about the countryõs 

efforts to address major health 

challenges. 

David Borrow, William Cash, 

Mark Oaten, Virendra 

Sharma MPs and Lord Amir 

Bhatia visited a variety of 

programmes, organised with the 

support of our Action Project 

partners, enabling them to 

assess the impact of the UKõs 

efforts to help lift people out of 

poverty in India.  

During the four -day visit to 

Mumbai and Delhi, delegates 

learned how TB treatment was 

now made available to more 

people thanks to support from 

DFID and how the country is 

dealing with the new challenges 

caused by TB-HIV co-infection 

and multi -drug resistant TB.  

Delegates also saw how the UK 

is supporting Indian civil society 

to increase access to health and 

sanitation services and to 

empower poor communities.  

Despite incredible gains, 

poverty in many parts of India is 

still extreme: India is home to 

more poor people than in the 

whole of Africa combined. Out 

of every 100 children born in 

India, 9 will die before they 

reach their fifth birthday 

because of preventable diseases 

like diarrhoea. Every 90 

seconds, someone in India dies 

of TB.   

Continued campaigning by MPs 

and RESULTS activists is needed 

to ensure that Indiaõs poor donõt 

get left behind and that further 

progress towards the MDGs is 

made. 

Visit bit.ly/rukblog  for more 

detailed accounts of the trip.  

India delegation highlights major health 
challenges  

The UK Department for 

International Development 

(DFID) is developing a new 

education strategy and is 

inviting you to input into the 

process. 

DFID has published a 

consultation paper which 

outlines their initial thinking 

and gives a good indication of 

their existing priorities.  

In the past year, RESULTS has 

campaigned for more action to 

be taken to ensure that children 

in conflict -affected and fragile 

states receive a quality 

education. We are therefore 

pleased to see this issue given 

prominence in the consultation 

paper.  

However, there is very little 

mention of disability, despite 

the fact that disabled children 

make up one-third of those out 

of school. There is also 

insufficient discussion of the 

need to reform education 

funding mechanisms such as the 

Fast Track Initiative.  

Staff from the  RESULTS office 

will be making a written 

submission to the consultation 

and are encouraging members of 

our grassroots network to also 

have their say.  You can 

contribute to the strategy 

through the open consultation 

online , by email  or by post. The 

deadline is Friday 30th 

October.  Contact Julia at 

julia@results -uk .org for further 

information and support.  

Our efforts to prioritise  those 

children most likely to be 

denied an education are bearing 

fruit: in August, the director of 

the UNESCO Institute for 

Statistics said that letters from 

RESULTS activists have 

òencouraged the UIS to revisit 

the issue of statistics on 

children with disabilities and re -

evaluate the efforts that UIS 

could make.ó 

In November, we will be inviting 

James Mwandha, a disability 

rights campaigner and former 

MP from Uganda to help us raise 

awareness of the right to 

education for children with 

disabilities among UK 

parliamentarians, NGOs and the 

media.  

Your opportunity to contribute to DFIDõs new 
education strategy  
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Welcome!   
Itõs only been a few weeks since 

I joined the RESULTS UK team as 

Executive Director and I have 

been really impressed by all the 

work that the network has been 

doing and the direction that the 

organisation is moving in. This 

newsletter highlights just some 

of our most recent successes.  

Our collective efforts to 

promote health, education and 

opportunities for the worldõs 

poorest people are really having 

an impact and influencing those 

in power to make real changes 

that will benefit the poor.  

I look forward to meeting and 

working closely with you all to 

keep on generating the political 

will to end poverty. Feel free to 

get in touch with any questions 

or ideas for how we can increase 

our impact even further!  

 

                              Aaron Oxley  
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Classroom in South Africa. Photo: JP Flanigan 

Indian community share their challenges. Photo: L Holly 

http://resultsuk.wordpress.com
http://consultation.dfid.gov.uk/education2010/
mailto:julia@results-uk.org


For our August action, activists 

focused on microinsurance  and 

climate change . We called on 

DFID to push for microinsurance 

- a valuable tool to help the 

poor adapt to extreme weather 

caused by climate change - to 

be included in the Copenhagen 

protocol later this year.  

We received letters back, via 

our MPs, from Gareth Thomas, 

Minister of State for DFID. Mr 

Thomas was broadly supportive 

of microinsurance but said that 

the UK was not looking to agree 

specific funding lines for micro -

insurance in Copenhagen 

because countries should 

identify for themselves which 

adaptation actions they should 

take.  

RESULTS agrees completely with 

the principle of country 

ownership but the realities of 

climate change and the delivery 

of microinsurance require 

international co -ordination.  

We will therefore be encouraging 

activists who received a letter to 

write back to DFID and ensure 

that this opportunity to build 

microinsurance capacity to 

protect the poor is not missed. 

For more information contact 

julia@results-uk.org. 

In September, RESULTS activists 

arranged meetings with their MPs 

to educate them about the 

negative impact of health user 

fees. This timely action 

coincided with a meeting at the 

UN General Assembly. World 

leaders including Gordon Brown 

and Margaret Chan, Director-

General of the World Health 

Organisation, pledged their 

support for removing user fees 

and called on developing country 

governments to undertake this 

policy change. Gordon Brown 

also announced £250million to 

help developing countries deliver 

on the pledges. The meeting also 

saw heads of State from Ghana, 

Malawi, Nepal, Tanzania, 

Ethiopia and Sierra Leone 

commit to extending free health 

care.  

Pressure is still needed on the 

World Bank who failed to 

announce a strong position 

against user fees. Insiders at 

DFID have therefore encouraged 

us to keep the heat on.  

developing 
countries 
every year. 
Together, they 
are responsible 
for the 
majority of all 

child deaths.  

Despite its 
lifesaving 

potential, handwashing with soap 
is seldom practiced and complex 
to promote.   Donors and 
developing country governments 
are also failing to make it a top 

priority.  

òHandwashing with soap is a ôdo-
it -yourself vaccineõ against 
childhood killersó, Dr Val Curtis 
from the London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine 
told the RESULTS network on our 

October conference call.  

Diarrhoea kills more children 
than AIDS, malaria and measles 
combined. Dr Curtis explained 
that handwashing with soap is 
the most effective and 
inexpensive way to prevent 
diarrheal and acute respiratory 
infections, which take the lives 
of millions of children in 

Thursday 15th October marks the 
second global Handwashing day. 
In more than 80 countries, events 
will be held to transform the 
idea of handwashing with soap 
into automatic behaviour 
practiced in homes, schools and 
workplaces worldwide. This basic 
change is critical to meeting the 
MDG of halving under-five 

mortality by 2015.  

Throughout October, RESULTS 
activists will be writing to the 
local and national press to raise 
awareness of the importance of 
handwashing with soap, and to 

Campaign updates 

How to build a relationship with your MP  
As well as providing regular 

action materials and conference 

calls, RESULTS supports 

individuals to build their 

confidence and advocacy skills 

through monthly Focus Calls.  

In August, Elizabeth Dove from 

RESULTS Canada and Sanjay Vaja 

from the Macclesfield group led a 

workshop on ôSpeaking 

Powerfully about RESULTSõ.  

Key tips included drawing upon 

personal experiences and story-

telling as effective ways of 

conveying what RESULTS does. 
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Role-playing sessions with 

participants playing different 

roles helped overcome fears of 

speaking in public.  

For our September focus call on 

building a successful relationship 

with your MP, parliamentary 

researchers Jo OõNeill and Steven 

Thomas provided lots of insider 

tips on how to get your message 

across and how to cultivate a 

fruitful relationship with your 

Member of Parliament.  

They emphasised the importance 

of creating a personal connection 

with your MP, making sure that 

you give as well as take from the 

relationship and that you always 

say thank you when your MP does 

something for you. Jo described 

the most successful advocates as 

ôpassionate people who set out a 

well -structured argument for 

why the MPõs help is neededõ.  

Following the call, Dan from 

London said: òI found the focus 

call helped me to prepare very 

well for the meeting and to 

predict the MP's expectations.ó  

Notes from past focus calls are 

available from the office on 

request.  

push the government to give higher 
priority to this crucial intervention in 

development aid.  

You can find the latest action materials 
and listen to the October conference 
call online at www.results -uk.org/

latestaction.php .  

Go to 
www.globalhandwashingday.org.uk   
for more 
details of UK
-based 
events and 
more 

information.  

All the latest news and views 

from RESULTS are regularly 

posted on our blog:  

resultsuk.wordpress.com  

Have your say by submitting 

your own stories and  

comments. 

In Brief:  

RESULTS UK raised concerns 

about the World Bankõs 

performance on health and 

education with DFID Minister 

Douglas Alexander. 

RESULTS Australia produced a 

report on education in the Asia

-Pacific region . 

RESULTS endorsed the 

campaign for a Currency 

Transaction Levy to fund the 

health MDGs.  

Louise Holly from RESULTS UK 

was elected to the Executive 

Committee of the UK 

Consortium on AIDS. 

Handwashing with soap: a ôDIY vaccineõ  

mailto:julia@results-uk.org
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October 2009  

6 Monthly conference call:  
 Clean hands save lives 

 8-9pm 

20 Focus call: 
Expanding your group 

6.15-7.15pm 

22-29 Advocacy Tour:                       
Dr. Bobby John, Global Health Expert 

from India  

Grassroots successes 

Dates for your diary  

New RESULTS Group starts in Edinburgh 

Creating MP champions  

The Parliamentary recess has 
not stopped our activists 
keeping MPs on their toes and 
asking them to take action on 
issues ranging from 
microinsurance to health user 
fees. Congratulations to 
everyone who wrote to their 
MPs and secured a meeting over 

the summer!  

Our collective efforts to create 
parliamentary champions for the 
end of poverty donõt go 
unnoticed - a London MP 
recently admitted he was 
òsurprised that constituents are 

interested in other problems 
than their ownó and asked to be 
kept informed of RESULTSõ 
work. Other visit reports 
confirm that MPs òalways learn 
something newó from their 
meetings with RESULTS 

activists.  

Because of their relationships 
with RESULTS activists, many 
MPs are now going an extra step 
to raise the profile of 
development initiatives: Gisela 
Stuart, MP for many members of 
our Birmingham group, posted 
an article on health user fees on 
her website and promised to 
talk to DFID Minister Douglas 

Alexander about the issue 
personally. Mark Field, MP for a 
member of the London has 
expressed an interest to òdo 
more on microfinanceó and has 
requested a second meeting to 

discuss the issue further.  

If you have met with, or 
received a letter from your MP, 
please let the office know so we 

can share your successes! 

Raising funds for RESULTS 

Huge thanks to members of the 
Sheffield group who held a 
garage sale to raise vital cash 

for RESULTSõ work.  

about taking action with 

RESULTS.ó 

The response to the launch of 
the group was so big that a 
larger venue had to be found for 
the groupõs first RESULTS 

meeting the following week.  

Special thanks go to Hannah 
French, the new leader of the 
group, without whose energy 
and diligence the launch could 
not have happened. And thanks 
also go to William and Elizabeth 
Ross from the neighbouring 
Linlithgow group for all their 

help and support.  

If youõd like to become a 
member of the Edinburgh group 
email: 

results.edinburgh@gmail.com  

On Thursday 1st October the 
new RESULTS Edinburgh group 
launched in a very well -
attended, energetic meeting in 
the South Bridge district of the 

city centre.  

Those who came along were 
very enthusiastic about getting 
involved with RESULTS; one 
participant in the event 

commented:  

òIõve always been interested in 
international development, but 
now itõs time to do something 
about it. Iõm really excited 
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November 2009  

3 Monthly conference call:   
 Child survival and sanitation  

 8-9pm 

9-13 Advocacy Tour: 
 James Mwandha, former MP and education   

              and disability advocate from Uganda  

9-13 TB exhibition in Parliament  
 Westminster Hall  
 Hosted by the APPG on TB 

15 Focus call: 
TB-HIV: Back to Basics 

6.15-7.15pm 

Other key dates  

15 October - Global Handwashing day 

30 October - Deadline for input into    

                        DFIDõs Education strategy 

14 November - London RESULTS group  

                            host ôWorld on a Plateõ    

                            fundraising event  

19 November - World Toilet day  

19 November - Special screening of   

                           ôBright Starõ film to   

                            promote TB in London 
* Please contact your group leader to confirm 

conference call venue. Contact the office for Focus 

Call details.  
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If you can find a few like -minded people in your area then it is very simple to set up a RESULTS group. You would be given all of the help and support you need.  

If youõre interested in starting 

up a RESULTS group in your area, get in touch with Louise at louise@results-uk.org for more information.   

William Ross from the Linlithgow group helps out at a 

volunteer fair in Edinburgh 

Congratulations to Becky and Graham 
from Banbury who raised over £1,200 
by taking part in a 100km cycle 
challenge for RESULTS. Becky said 
that although people in the UK are 
feeling the pinch at the moment, 
people who are helped by 
organisations like RESULTS are in 
comparatively desperate situations. 
Taking part in, or supporting, 
fundraising events like these are an 
easy way for us to help improve their 

situation.  

Thanks to everyone who continues to 
raise funds for RESULTSõ work to 
generate the public and political will 
to end poverty. Your support enables 
people across the UK to develop a 
deeper understanding of the causes 
and effects of poverty and what they 

can do to bring about change.  

For fundraising support or to donate 

to RESULTS visit our website .  

Just some of the MPs 
reached by our activists: 

(L-R: Nick Clegg, Evan Harris, Gisela 

Stuart, Andrew Dismore, Annette 

Brooke, Mark Field and Michael 

Connarty) 


