
UK HIGHLIGHTS 2006 -07 

Moving 

poverty up 

the agenda 



òIf a journalist were to arrive from Mars, his lead story would surely be 

the discovery that some 1.3 billion people on earth live in absolute 

poverty. His second story would probably focus on the industrialised 

worldõs lack of interest in the poorest quarter of the worldõs population.ó 

Jon Snow, broadcaster and journalist  

2 Street scene in Indonesia (S. Affandi) 
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Our purpose  

A quarter of the worldõs population lives in extreme poverty, and 

tonight 800 million people will go to bed hungry. And for some the 

idea of a world free from hunger and poverty seems an implausible 

and impossible dream. We disagree.  

The world has the resources, the skills and the technical know-how 

necessary to consign hunger and extreme poverty to the pages of 

history. But this will only happen if there is the public and political 

determination to do so. 

None of the great social changes of our time occurred until the 

political will was strong enough to demand shifts in public 

policy. Yet many of us today feel powerless to make a 

difference. 

RESULTS works to generate the 

public and political will necessary to 

make a real difference to the lives 

of the poorest people in the 

developing world ð to bring an 

end to hunger and poverty 

once and for all.  

 

 

About RESULTS 

Our approach  

RESULTSõ particular strength is in educating and empowering 

people ð be they ordinary citizens or key decision-makers ð to 

bring about policy changes that will improve the lives of the worldõs 

poorest people. 

Our advocacy focuses on areas where we believe there is the most 

potential to make a difference. We have a track-record of expertise 

and success in health, education, microfinance and sanitation. 

At the heart of RESULTS is a network of volunteers, grassroots 

activists who work together in local groups to become effective 

advocates for change. We support people to build their 

understanding of the issues and what they can do about them. We 

enable people to powerfully voice their concerns to their elected 

representatives, and to work with others to build public support for 

ending poverty. 

RESULTS also carries out strategic advocacy, media and public 

awareness-raising campaigns at national and international levels. 

Often working in partnership with others, we seek to engage, 

influence and encourage parliamentarians and public officials in their 

efforts to alleviate world hunger and poverty. 

RESULTS UK is part of an international network of seven RESULTS 

organisations, working in the USA, Canada, Mexico, Japan, 

Germany, and Australia. 

Our approach has proven to be effective and powerful, yielding 

significant results which have brought an end to poverty closer. 
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Highlights of 2006-07 

Introduction  

The last two years have been busy and successful ones for RESULTS UK. They demonstrate how our core approach ð of grassroots advocacy 

and education accompanied by high-level campaigning ð can be hugely effective. 

The most significant achievement has been raising awareness of the global tuberculosis crisis, through both the ACTION project and the 

tremendous efforts of our grassroots volunteers. Through our activities and those of our partners, an additional $120m of resources have 

been committed by the global community to controlling the disease. 

The enthusiastic involvement of volunteers working on the ground is still central to our ethos and success. They play a crucial role, not only in 

interacting with key influencers on a local level, but also in actively generating funding to allow RESULTS to retain quality professional staff in 

support of its research and education work. This has created the leverage to secure many times more funds for the worldõs poorest people. 

Many thanks are due to our regular donors. As a result of their generosity, providing a predictable core of income, the board and staff have 

been able to plan much more effectively for the medium and longer term to ensure continuity of all RESULTS work and a firm foundation for 

the future. 

2007 saw the conclusion of the third year of the ACTION project on TB. We are delighted that its success was recognised and a five year 

extension to the project was secured. We look forward to an exciting phase of growth and increased influence for RESULTS. 

We invite you to read the rest of this report to gain a comprehensive understanding of what has been achieved by RESULTS over the last two 

years, and a taste of what is to come. 

Finally, we would like to thank all who have passionately committed time and money to generate the influence and funds to make the 

difference to poverty and hunger. 
 

Richard Phipps Sheila Davie 

Richard Phipps  Sheila Davie   

Chair of the RESULTS board Executive Director of RESULTS  



5 

Key achievements in 2006 and 2007  

¶ Secured $120m of additional resources for 

tuberculosis control via the ACTION campaign 

¶ Co-ordinated active parliamentary groups on 

Microcredit and TB 

¶ Supported grassroots activists in taking 24 monthly 

actions on vital development issues 

Highlights of 2006-07 

Nick Herbert MP visiting a TB clinic on a RESULTS trip to India, March 2007  

òRESULTS got TB onto 

my radar screen.ó 

Nick Herbert MP  
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Issues and campaigns 

Tuberculosis (TB)  

TB is a preventable and curable disease that continues to kill almost 

two million people each year. It disproportionately affects poor 

people, and has received little attention from the governments and 

media of rich nations. Sub-Saharan Africa is one of the few regions of 

the world where TB is still on the increase, due in large part to weak 

public health systems and the prevalence of HIV. 

RESULTS was the UK partner in the ACTION project, an 

international campaign to increase the political commitment and 

resources to tackle the global TB epidemic. It ran initially for three 

years to December 2007. RESULTS focused on educating British 

parliamentarians, government officials, civil society organisations 

and the media about the scale of the global TB problem, and 

the interventions that exist to address the epidemic. 

Working closely with the World Health Organization 

(WHO), Stop TB Partnership and other partners, we 

significantly raised the profile of TB in parliament. As a 

result, much more priority was given to tackling the 

disease over this period, and significant new funding 

was committed to the Global Fund to fight AIDS, 

TB and Malaria. 

Since the ACTION project began in 2005 we 

estimate its targeted advocacy campaigns 

have helped to generate over $120 

million in additional resources for 

TB control. 

Main activities: 

¶ RESULTS helped to create an All-Party Parliamentary Group 

(APPG) on Global Tuberculosis in October 2006, and were 

appointed as the new groupõs secretariat. 

¶ In March 2007, the APPG on Global TB launched its first report: 

Scaling up the UKõs response to the Global TB epidemic: an Agenda 

for Action. 

¶ In November 2007 RESULTS produced a report assessing the 

UKõs response to the TB/HIV co-epidemic. An Inadequate 

Response highlighted the failure of the UK government and NGOs 

to fully incorporate TB in their response to HIV and AIDS. In 

response to this report, Prime Minister Gordon Brown promised 

that TB would be included in DFIDõs new AIDS strategy. 

¶ RESULTS organised five opportunities for advocates and experts 

from high TB burden countries to visit the UK and brief decision-

makers, NGOs and the media. 

¶ We took delegations of MPs, MEPs, and members of the House 

of Lords on educational visits to the Ukraine, Kenya, Rwanda, 

South Africa and India. These enabled decision-makers to witness 

the impact of TB first-hand, and prompted many of them to take 

action to further the campaign on their return to the UK. 
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Key successes 

¶ In 2006, RESULTS secured commitment from 

the three main UK political party leaders, Tony 

Blair, David Cameron and Menzies Campbell, to 

the ôGlobal Call to Stop TBõ. 

¶ In 2006, the G8 committed to supporting the 

implementation of the Global Plan to Stop TB, 

following efforts by RESULTS and other 

partners to get TB onto the G8 agenda. 

¶ The UK Department for International 

Development (DFID) committed £1 billion to 

the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria 

over 8 years; made a 20-year commitment to 

UNITAID (an initiative to reduce the cost of 

treatment for AIDS, TB and Malaria); pledged 

to support the cost of TB drugs in India 

through the Global Drug Facility, and supported 

the Global TB Drug Alliance in its development 

of new, more effective TB drugs. 

¶ The World Bank committed itself to do more 

to address the TB emergency in Africa 

following a joint campaign by RESULTS in the 

UK, Canada, Japan and USA. 

Issues and campaigns 

Kenyan health activist Lucy Chesire visiting parliament in June 2007 

Annette Brooke MP delivers 

the Call to Stop TB petition 

to 10 Downing Street 
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Issues and campaigns 

Education  

Study after study shows that basic education ð 

especially for girls and women ð is simply one 

of the best development investments that can 

be made. Education plays a pivotal role in the 

fight against poverty, maternal and infant 

mortality, ill-health, and particularly against 

HIV. 

This is why RESULTS campaigns so hard to 

ensure that every child receives a quality 

education. 

Although great progress has been made, over 

77 million children remain out of school and 

one in five adults in the world are illiterate. 

RESULTS looks to identify the root causes for 

this and then promote appropriate remedial 

action.  

The main factors that now hinder education for 

all include the continued use of user fees, the 

shortage of well trained teachers and wage and 

budgetary ceilings imposed by international 

financial institutions, the World Bank and IMF.  

In 2006 and 2007 RESULTS continued its 

campaign to highlight and ultimately remove 

these barriers to education.  

Main activities: 

¶ Built relationships with key government officials, especially at DFID, so that we could 

express our concerns and better promote education for all. 

¶ Mobilised support from other NGOõs so that UK civil society could speak with one voice. 

¶ Informed and engaged MPs through letter writing and face-to-face meetings. 

¶ Submitted evidence to the International Development Select Committee in October 2007. 

Key successes: 

¶ Generated media coverage of the issue through grassroots action. 

¶ In July 2007, the World Bank and IMF agreed to ôsignificantly reduceõ the use of wage 

ceilings. 

Children at school in Kenya, 

which has abolished school fees 
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Issues and campaigns 

Microfinance  

Microfinance has often been dubbed ôbanking for the poorõ. It is 

widely regarded as one of the most effective ways of giving people 

the opportunity to work their way out of poverty. RESULTS 

promotes microfinance initiatives as a proven and sustainable tool 

for poverty alleviation. 

In 2006 and 2007 our grassroots volunteers took actions to raise 

awareness of and support for microfinance, writing to their MPs as 

well as to local, regional and national media outlets. 

RESULTS also arranged for MPs to visit successful microfinance 

initiatives in the developing world, including a visit to the ôJamii 

Boraõ programme in Kenya in 2006. 

In June 2006, MPs selected RESULTS to provide the Secretariat for 

the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Microfinance/

Microcredit, which was set up several years ago after lobbying by 

RESULTS groups. This endorsement was testament to RESULTSõ 

leadership in this field. It has enabled RESULTS to significantly scale 

up its parliamentary work on microfinance. The APPG has 

organised several very well attended meetings with expert 

speakers, and its members have initiated a number of 

parliamentary questions and debates on the issue. RESULTS 

developed a new website for the group, providing a variety of 

resources which help to explain and promote microfinance. 

As a result of this work, the profile of microfinance has been 

significantly raised within Parliament, and there is now increased 

support for further investment in this area. 

Other issues  

Alongside our pioneering work on TB, education and 

microfinance, RESULTS grassroots partners and staff also take 

action on other development issues. We focus our energies on 

relatively neglected problems, which can be tackled through 

cost-effective and strategic international commitments to 

change. 

Over the course of 2006 and 2007 we broadened our 

advocacy knowledge and activism by taking strategic action 

on sanitation, malaria, HIV, and human trafficking and 

slavery, helping to move these issues up the political and 

public agenda. 

òThat excellent organisation 

RESULTS UK... is doing 

wonderful work in the field 

of water and sanitation.ó 

Tom Clarke MP  

speaking in the House of Commons, 

June 2007 



òNever doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world ð 

indeed it is the only thing that ever has.ó 

Margaret Mead, anthropologist  
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Macclesfield RESULTS group present a report on TB to their MP, Nicholas Winterton, in March 2006  

Grassroots network 


