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Being the  

change.  

Making a    

difference. 



òWe cannot allow our promises that became pledges to descend into 

just aspirations and then wishful thinking, and then only words that  

symbolise broken promises.ó 

Gordon Brown, British Prime Minister  
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Our purpose  

A quarter of the worldõs population lives in extreme poverty, and 

tonight 800 million people will go to bed hungry. For some the idea 

of a world free from hunger and poverty seems an implausible and 

impossible dream. We disagree.  

The world has the resources, the skills and the technical know-how 

necessary to consign hunger and extreme poverty to the pages of 

history. But this will only happen if there is the public and political 

determination to do so. 

None of the great social changes of our time occurred until the 

political will was strong enough to demand shifts in public 

policy. Yet many of us today feel powerless to make a 

difference. 

RESULTS works to generate the 

public and political will necessary to 

make a real difference to the lives 

of the poorest people in the 

developing world ð to bring an 

end to hunger and poverty 

once and for all.  

 

 

About RESULTS 

Our approach  

RESULTSõ particular strength is in educating and empowering 

people ð be they ordinary citizens or key decision-makers ð to 

bring about policy changes that will improve the lives of the worldõs 

poorest people. 

Our advocacy focuses on areas where we believe there is the most 

potential to make a difference. We have a track-record of expertise 

and success in health, education, microfinance and sanitation. 

At the heart of RESULTS is a network of volunteers; grassroots 

activists who work together in local groups to become effective 

advocates for change. We support people to build their 

understanding of the issues and what they can do about them. We 

enable people to powerfully voice their concerns to their elected 

representatives, and to work with others to build public support for 

ending poverty. 

RESULTS also carries out strategic advocacy, media and public 

awareness-raising campaigns at national and international levels. 

Often working in partnership with others, we seek to engage, 

influence and encourage parliamentarians and public officials in their 

efforts to alleviate world hunger and poverty. 

RESULTS UK is part of an international network of seven RESULTS 

organisations, working in Australia, Canada, Germany, Japan, 

Mexico and the USA. 

Our approach has proven to be effective and powerful, yielding 

significant results which have brought an end to poverty closer. 
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Annual Report 2008 

Introduction  

2008 saw many welcome advances in the ongoing struggle to help bring 

an end to hunger and poverty, and RESULTS has played an important 

role in helping to move this agenda forward.  

 

Our network of activists remains at the heart of who we are as an 

organisation. Our achievements would not have been possible without 

the extraordinary efforts and dedication of our volunteers, as well as 

the generosity of our donors, without whom RESULTS simply could 

not exist. We would therefore like to offer our sincere gratitude and 

admiration to all who have invested their time, effort and money in 

RESULTS in 2008 and would ask for your continued support in 2009 

and beyond. 

 

With 2015 fast approaching, time is rapidly running out to achieve the 

Millennium Development Goals. Though significant steps have been 

made in some areas, overall progress has been too slow and erratic. 

Worse still, all that has been achieved to date threatens to be 

undermined by a series of new and increasingly grave challenges. 

Indeed, the world seems to have lurched from crisis to crisis in 2008; 

from natural disasters to record increases in world fuel and food 

prices, followed by a global economic crisis on a scale not seen since 

the 1930s.  

 

As is all too often the case, it is the poor who bear the brunt of these 

crises, even when they are not of their own making, and it is the poor 

who are least equipped to deal with them. Some believe that without 

urgent assistance up to 100 million people could be forced back into a 

life of poverty. We cannot allow this to happen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintaining the public and political will to continue combating global 

poverty in the face of such daunting challenges will undoubtedly prove to 

be a formidable task, but it is a challenge that RESULTS is uniquely 

equipped to meet. Our proven track record of advocacy and our ability 

to speak out on behalf of those who would otherwise struggle to have 

their voices heard is precisely what is needed in such difficult times. The 

relationships we have forged with MPs and others in positions of power, 

as well as our ability to generate media coverage of development issues, 

will help to ensure that development remains on the political agenda, 

even in such troubled times. 

 

Although we face a long and uphill journey in our bid to rid the world of 

poverty, we remain confident that together we can make a difference. 
  

 

     

   Richard Phipps   

   Chair of the RESULTS board  

The vision of RESULTS is a world free from hunger and the worst 

aspects of poverty. 

Our mission  is to create the public and political will to end hunger 

and the worst aspects of poverty through citizen action.  We aim to 

enable individuals to get a sense of their own personal power and the  

contribution they can make to ending hunger and poverty. 

The overall aim  of RESULTS is to develop a body of leaders and 

spokespeople to ensure the poorest people in the developing world 

have access to resources to meet their basic needs and are  

empowered to end their own poverty. 
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Key achievements in 2008  

Educated and engaged over 100 MPs on development 

issues such as microfinance, education and global health  

TB-HIV co -infection recognised as a priority for the first 

time in the UKõs global AIDS strategy 

Submissions from RESULTS cited in reports by the 

International Development Select Committee and 

House of Lords Committees  

Identified the challenges that remain in achieving 

Education for All and proposed solutions for these in an 

insightful report  

Significantly increased the number of activists taking our 

monthly action  

Highlights of 2008 

Kerry McCarthy MP visiting a health clinic on a RESULTS trip to Bangladesh, May 2008  
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Macclesfield RESULTS group present the report õMust Try Harderõ to Shadow Chancellor George Osborne MP  

Grassroots network 
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even know the name of my MP. Now, a year later, I have 

met him twice and he has asked a question in Parliament 
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Grassroots activist, Sheffield 


